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SMOKING & HOME FIRE SAFETY 
 

  
Each year in Canada, cigarette related fires kill approximately 70 
people and cause 300 injuries, according to a study conducted by 
the Canadian Association of Fire Chiefs.  Fires caused by 
cigarettes and other smoking materials are preventable, and you 
can make a difference! 
 
- If you smoke, smoke outside.  Most smoking fires start in the living  
  room, family room, den or bedroom. 
 
- Keep cigarettes, lighters, matches and other smoking materials up  
  high out of reach of children, in a locked cabinet. 
 
- Use a deep, sturdy ashtray and place it away from anything that 
  can burn. 
 
- Never leave a burning cigarette unattended. 
 
- Make sure your cigarette is put out completely, every time. 
 
- Do not discard cigarettes in vegetation, such as mulch, potted plants or landscaping, peat moss, dried grasses,  
  leaves or other things that could ignite easily. 
 
- Before you throw away butts and ashes, make sure they are out by dousing them in water or sand, and dispose of  
  them using a metal container. 
 
- If you smoke, be alert!  Do not smoke if you are sleepy, have taken medication that make you drowsy or have  
  consumed alcohol.  Never smoke in bed. 
 
- Never smoke or allow others to smoke where medical oxygen is used.  Medical oxygen can cause materials to  
  ignite more easily and make fires burn at a faster rate and hotter than normal. 
 

Source: National Fire Protection Association 

 
See more loss prevention tips at www.preventingloss.com 
While the safety recommendations in this report are based on apparent and obvious conditions that were found at the time of inspection, the report does not purport to identify all hazards or guarantee compliance with any 
standards, codes, ordinances or regulations.  It is not legal or expert advice, and should not be used in place of consultation with appropriate professionals.  Any person relying on this information does so entirely at their 
own risk. Red River Mutual denies all responsibility for any liability, loss, injury or risk which is incurred as a direct or indirect result of the use of any of the recommendations in this report. 


