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RELIGIOUS CANDLE SAFETY 
 

  
Lit candles are used in religious services, in places of worship, and 
in the home. Whether you are using one candle, or more than one 
on a candelabra, kinara, or menorah, make sure you take a few 
moments to learn about using candles safely. 
 
Candle Safety 
- Candles should be placed in a sturdy candle holder. 
 

- Handheld candles should not be passed from one person to  
  another at any time. 
 

- When lighting candles at a candle lighting service, have the  
  person with the unlit candle dip their candle into the flame of the lit   
  candle. 
 

- Lit candles should not be placed in windows where a blind or curtain could catch fire. 
 

- Candles placed on, or near tables, altars, or shrines, must be watched by an adult. 
 

- If a candle must burn continuously, be sure it is enclosed in a glass container and placed in a sink, on a metal tray  
  or in a deep basin filled with water. 
 

- Keep candles out of reach of children and pets. 
 

- Consider using battery-operated LED candles as a safe alternative to lit candles. 
 
General Fire Safety 
- Matches and lighters should be stored out of the reach of children, in a locked cabinet. 
 

- Places of worship should be equipped with a fire detection and sprinkler system. 
 

- A home should have smoke alarms on every level, outside each sleeping area and inside each bedroom. For the  
  best protection, interconnect the alarms so when one sounds, they all sound. Test all smoke alarms at least  
  monthly by pushing the test button. Replace smoke alarms when they are 10 years old. 
 

- Plan and practice a home fire escape drill that includes two ways out of every room and an outside meeting place. 
 

Source: National Fire Protection Association 

 
See more loss prevention tips at www.preventingloss.com 
While the safety recommendations in this report are based on apparent and obvious conditions that were found at the time of inspection, the report does not purport to identify all hazards or guarantee compliance with any 
standards, codes, ordinances or regulations.  It is not legal or expert advice, and should not be used in place of consultation with appropriate professionals.  Any person relying on this information does so entirely at their 
own risk. Red River Mutual denies all responsibility for any liability, loss, injury or risk which is incurred as a direct or indirect result of the use of any of the recommendations in this report. 


